
ZygmuntçMariançMisiakç(ZigçMisiak)çisçaçwellçknownçawardçwinningçCanadiançauthorçalwaysççidentifyingç 

himselfçasçaçpersonçofçPolishçdescentçarrivingçinçCanadaçinç1951,çasçaçWW2çPolishçDisplacedçPerson,çwithçhisçmotherçandç 

father.ççZigçMisiakçrefersçtoçhisçPolishçancestryçinçallçofçhisçbooks,çallçofçhisçarticles,çallçofçhisçpresentations,çallçhisçinterviews.ç

HeçclearlyçremindsçpeopleçofçtheçplightçofçPolandçpriorçtoçWW1,çpostçWW1çandçintoçandçpostçWW2.çZigçisçaçpatriot.ç 

Testimonialç 

I,çSusançWaters,çamçaçretiredçteacherçandçIçhaveçknownçZigçMisiakçsinceç1964.çForçmanyçdecadesçZigçhasçbeençaçpersonçofç

deepçcommitmentçtoçCommunity,çwithçsigniûcantçaccomplishmentsçregarding ourçcollectiveçculturalçheritage.ç 

 

Inç2019çheçwas:ç 

1. InductedçintoçtheçAncasterçHighçSchoolçHallçofçFame. 

2. WasçtheçAncasterçHeritageçParadeçMarshallçwithçhisçlong-timeçfriend,çWalter Gretzky.ç 

3. He,çthroughçtheçSPKçBrantford,çsubmittedçWalterçGretzkyçasçaçcandidateçforçtheçSPKçïGoldçCrossçMedalð. 

 

Inç2021,çZigçwasçnamed ïAncasteròsçHeroðçinçaçprestigious,çlocalçmagazine.çZigçisçaçhighlyçrenownedçhistoricalçre-enactorç

havingçtravelledçwithçhisçfamily,çacross Ontario,çQuebec,çandçintoçtheçUnitedçStates.çHeçhasçbuiltça strongçpartnerships,ç

andç aç deepç understandingç ofç ourç cultural heritage.ç Heç isç aç thorough,ç inç depthç researcher,ç committedç toç 

sharing informationçwithçothers,çwith authenticityçandçintegrity. 



GrowingçupçinçBrantfordçwasçnotçeasyçforçZigçandçhisçfamily;çtheyçwereçunderprivilegedçandçsubjectçtoçphysicalçandçverbalç

abuseçasçaçresultçofçbeingçWW2çDisplacedçPersons. Fromçtheçageçofç3çyearsçoldçuntilç12çyearsçold,çZigçlivedçûveçblocksçfromç

theçMohawkçInstitute,çwhichçwasçaçresidentialçschool.çHeçhadçnoçknowledgeçofçtheçhistoryçofçthisçsiteçatçtheçtimeçbutçhadç

theçopportunityçtoçengageçwithçseveralçofçtheçyoungçIndigenousçattendees.çAsçtheçyearsçpassed,çmostçofçZig'sçfriendsç 

endedçupçbeingçfromçtheçSixçNations.çThisçisçhowçheçacquiredçaçuniqueçinsightçintoçtheirçhistoryçandçculture. 

Asçhisçson, Tylerçsays,ç"Dad hasçenduredçmuchçinçhisçlife.çHeçknowsçwhatçitçisçlikeçtoçbeçforcedçoutçofçhisçhomeçcountry,ç 

neverçtoçhaveçknownçhisçaunts,çuncles,çorçgrandparents.çHeçlostçhisçwife,çourçmother,çinçaçcarçaccidentçandçspentçtheçlastç

20çyearsçraisingçhisçfourçchildrençasçaçsingleçparent.çHeçunderstandsçthatçheçhadçtoçremainçaçstrong,çgrounded,çandç 

responsibleçfatherçforçus.çYetçhereçheçis,çthroughçallçthatçheçhasçbeençthrough,çchoosingçaçlifeçinçwhichçheçvaluesçallçFirstç

Nationsçpeople,çandçtheirçbeautifulçhistoryçandçculture.çHeçisçûercelyçprotectiveçofçtheçtrust/faithçthatçtheyçhaveçinçhim." 

SupportedçbyçhisçSixçNationsçfriends,çZigçsharesçhisçunderstanding. ïFearçcreatesçunpredictableçresultsð,çZigsçsays,çïandçitç

isçthroughçeducationçthatçweçeliminateçfearçandçallowçbeautifulçbridgesçtoçbeçbuiltçthatçwillçconnectçdifferentçculturesð.ç 

Collaboratingçwithçhisçfriend,çRaymondçR.çSkye,çTuscaroraçSeneca,çtheyçdevelopedçtheçveryçûrstçIndigenousçstudiesçguideç

inçCanadaçandçwithçnoçfunding,çZigçandçRaymondçlaunchedçtheir SixéNationséIroquoiséPrograméTeacherséResourceéGuide inç

2009. Afterçhundredsçofçhoursçandçthousandsçofçmilesçtraveledçtoçintroduceçteachingçinstitutionsçaboutçtheçimportanceçofç

incorporatingçaçguideçlikeçthisçintoçtheirçCurriculum.çTheçguideçwasçacceptedçinç723çdifferentçeducationalçinstitutions,ç

bothçIndigenousçandçnon-Indigenous.  

ItçbecameçZigòsçmissionçtoçûndçwaysçtoçbridgeçhisçhome-townçcommunities,ç

Brantford,çAncaster,çandçbeyond,çwithçtheçSixçNationsçandçMississaugaç 

Nation.çNotçonlyçdidçheçfulûllçhisçmissionçandçcontinuesçtoçdoçso,çbutçheçalsoç

foundçbridgesçbetweençCanada,çPoland,çFirstçNations,çEnglandçandçtheç 

UnitedçStates,çthatçdateçbackçtoçtheçWarçofç1812. 

Zigçisçtheçperfectçbridgeçbuilderçinspiringçothersçtoçdoçtheçsame:ç 

BetweençCanada,çFirstçNationsçandçtheçUnitedçStatesçthroughçhisçwritingçandç

activismçasçaçhistoricçre-enactorçoverçtheçlastç40çyears.ç 

HeçhasçbridgedçbetweençCanada,çPoland,çHolland,çFrance,çGermanyçandçNewç

Zealand,çthroughçhisçmediaçresources,çinterviews, documentaries,çandçbooksç

andçbetweençageçgroupsçthroughçhisçinvolvementçwithçWW2çveteransçandç 

Canadian,çFirstçNationsçandçMetis,çveteransçandçsurvivors.ç 

Heçhasçreachedçoutçtoçourçyoungestçstudentsçwithçhisçbeautifulçbooks,çteachingçaboutçour FirstçNations. 

HeçhasçbridgedçbetweençNewcomersçtoçCanadaçbyçeducatingçthemçaboutçtheçhistoryçofçourçgreatçcountryçandçensuringç

thatçtheyçunderstandçtheçFirstçNationsçpeople. 

Heçhasçbridgedçbetweençtodayòsçstudentsçandçfamilies,çandçourçPolishçVeteransçandçSurvivorsçduringçinnumerable,çhighlyç 

valued RemembranceçDayçevents. 

ItçisçmyçhonourçtoçnominateçZigçMisiak,çon behalfçofçhisçfamily,çhisçfriends,çandçhisçgrowingçsupporters,çasçaçwell-deservedç

candidateçforçanyçandçallçawardsçandçrecognitionsçheçmayçbeçqualiûedçtoçreceive. 



Zigmund M. Misiak  
66 Maich Cres., Brantford, Ontario, Canada, N3T 6S9 

Ph. 519 757 0910            zigmisiak44@gmail.com           

www.canadianauthoreducation.com 

 
Awards & Recognitions: 
  
1995-Mohawk Nation, Grand River Six Nations Territory, adopted & given a Mohawk name; 

Koôkh·:wa Aw¯:ri (big grey owl heart). 

2000-Pine Tree Native Center Life Time Achievement Award. For contemporary cross-

community contributions to the Six Nations contributing to their history & culture. 

2010-YMCA Peace Medal Nominee. Contributing to ôPeaceô locally, nationally, or globally. 

2012-200 Years of Peace Through Literacy Authors Conference Recognition. 

2012-Honourary Eagle Award, St. Johnôs College. For outstanding support of education.  

2012-Shining Star Award. Demonstrating outstanding community leadership in business. 

2013-Six Nations Elders, Talking Earth gift for being a óTruth-Finderô.  

2013-Six Nations Veterans Eagle Feather, for sharing their history/culture around the world. 

2013-Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal. For lifetime volunteer achievements.  

2014-Governor Generals Caring Canadian Medal. For extraordinary service to community.  

2014-George Seibel Award. For devotion in support of Canadian/First Nations history. 

2019-Ancaster High School Wall of Distinction, Inductee. For excelling in education.  

2019-Canadian Aboriginal Veterans Medallion. For sharing the truth about of First Nations. 

2019-Polish Ambassador, National Veterans Conference. For international contributions.  

2019-Polish Veterans Combatants, SPK, Bronze Cross Medal. Decades supporting veterans. 

2022-Lieutenant Governorôs Ontario Heritage Award for Lifetime Achievement  

2022-Polish Army Gold Medal - 1st Degree. Service to the Polish Army.  

2022-Canadian Polish Congress Award of Merit. Service to Polish/Canadian history/culture. 

2022-YMCA Peace Medal Nominee. For being a global humanitarian influencer.  

2022-Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee Award. Contributions to community & country.  

 

Community Involvement:  
  

To the Present  

Thank a Veteran, Brantford, committee member, 2021-presenthistoric site DôAubigny Creek, 

Brantford, War of 1812, chairman, 2019-present.  

Canadaôs The Memory Project, volunteer Guest Speaker, 2014 - present  

Ancaster Heritage Society, member, 2010 - present 

Canadian Military Heritage Museum, member, 2009 ï present  

St. Johnôs College Remembrance Day Committee, 2009 - present  

Museum of Military History & British Brigade, U.S.A. Member, 1990 ï present 

 



 
Community Involvement:  

  

In chronological order of date ï current to oldest 

Butlerôs Rangers Historical Reenactment Society, Director, 1990 ï present 

Polish Kombatants Association of Canada, Vice President, 2015 ï present 

Historical Re-enactor, French & Indian War, Butlers Rangers; American Revolution  

and Caldwell's Rangers; War of 1812, 1985 ï present  

Brantford Historic Society, Board Member, 2014 ï 2018 

Hamilton Area Heritage Events Committee, 2012 ï 2014 

Ontario Tourism Route 1812 Map Committee, 2011 ï 2012 

Peace Garden, Brantford, Brant County, Six Nations Committee, 2012 ï 2014 

Sir Isaac Brockôs Regiment in England, Six Nations Eagle Feather, 2012 

Western Corridor Alliance, Route 1812 sub-committee, 2011 

PBS/WNED TV, Bi-National Advisory Group, War of 1812 200th, 2011 ï 2013 

Brant Haldimand Norfolk CDSB, Special Ed. Advisory Committee, 2010 ï 2011 

Ontarioôs Equity and Inclusive Strategy Advisory Committee, 2010 ï 2011 

Brantford/Brant County/Six Nations War of 1812 Map Committee, 2010 ï 2013 

For Your Freedom and Ours WW2 Veterans DVD, Director, 2010 ï 2011 

Historic Niagara District Education Committee, CDSB and DSB, War of 1812 

Polish WW2 War Veterans Monument Committee, 2009 ï 2011 

War of 1812 Bicentennial Commemoration Steering Committee Chairman, 2009 ï 2014 

United Empire Loyalists of Canada, honorary vice-president, 2009 ï 2015 

Co-author of the Six Nations Iroquois Program Teacher's Resource Guide, 2009 

Kanata Village Interpretive Centre, Six Nations Territory, board member, 2000 

Pine Tree Native Center, Board Member then President, 1998 ï 2001 

Brantford Ontario Sesquicentennial Celebrations Committee, 1997 

Polish Mutual Benefit Society, Board Member, 1995 ï 2000 

Brantford Jaycees, Board Member and Vice-president, 1980 ï 1985 

Wayne Gretzky Celebrity Sports Classic, Chairman, 1980 ï 1982 

Wayne Gretzky Classic ï alignment with Six Nations trophy, 1980 

Wayne Gretzky Sports Center Committee, 1981- 1982 

Eyesight Universal, Sir Ralph Frederick Bevan K.G.B. Bullen, Committee, 1981 

Canadian Army Reserves, Royal Hamilton Light Infantry, 1964 ï 1969 

 



Zigòsçfather,ççStanislausçMisiak,çisçaçsurvivorçofçWorldçWarçOne.çHeçwasçbornçinçPolandçinç

1916çinçtheçmiddleçofçtheçwar.çZigòsçmotherçwasçbornçinçEuropeçinç1923.ç 

 

StanislausçMisiakçwasçinçtheçPolishçarmyçbeforeçtheçwar.çInç1939çheçwasçcapturedçquicklyç

dueçtoçtheçspeedçofçtheçGermançarmyòsçBlitzkriegçinçnorthernçPoland.çHeçwasçaç 

ñblack-smithòçandçbecauseçofçthisçtradeçheçspentçtheçentireçwarçasçaçlaborerçforçtheçNaziç

regimeçbuildingçbridgesçandçrepairingçrailwayçlines.ç 

 

Zigòsçfather,çlikeçmanyçotherçPolishçrefugees,çwasçworkingç

whereverçheçcould.çHeçendedçupçinçBambergçwhereçheçmetç

Zigòsçmother.çZigçwasçbornçJuneç18,ç1947.çç 

 

ZigòsçfatherçwasçacceptedçbyçAustraliaçbutçchoseçCanadaçasç

açDisplacedçPersonçandçleftçZigçandçhisçmother,çpartçofçtheç

resettlementçagreement,ççtoçestablishçandçsecureçtheirçplaceçinçCanada.çç 

 

Inç1950,çoneçyearçafterçZigòsçfatherçmadeçrootsçinçCanada,çZigçandçhisçmotherçfollowed.ç

Afterçaçgruelingçandçdangerousçshipçvoyage,çduringçaçhurricane,çtheyçlandedçinçPierç21,ç

Halifax,çNovaçScotia,çCanada,çinçDecemberçforçprocessing.çç 

 

TheçMisiaçfamilyçsettledçonçaçfarmçoutsideçofçBrantfordçlivingçinçtheçatticçforç1çyearçbeforeç

movingçintoçtheçcityçofçBrantford,çaçveryçroughçandçtoughçneighborhood.çLifeçoverçtheç

nextç10çyearsçwasçdifûcultçforçthemçall.çZigçattendedçtheçPolishçHall,çwasçançalterçboyçatçtheç

PolishçChurchçandçhasçbeençaçloyalçmemberçofçtheçPolishçcommunityçforç70çyears.ç 

½ƛƎΣ ŀƎŜ оΣ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŀƭƭ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŎŀƳǇΩΦ 

{ǘŀƴƛǎƭŀǳǎ aƛǎƛŀƪΣ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀƭ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛǎƘ !ǊƳȅΦ 

{ǘŀƴƛǎƭŀǳǎ aƛǎƛŀƪΣ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀƭ  

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƛǎƘ !ǊƳȅΦ 



Zig Misiak re-established relations with Brantfordôs twin Polish 

city resulting in the Mayor of Brantford and the Mayor of  

Ostrow Wielkopolski agreeing to meet in Poland in 2023.  



#1çNewestçProjectîEstablishçaçNationalçPolishçMonument.çZigçMisiakòsççmissionçisçtoççûndçandçidentifyç
theçremainsçofç22çPolishçsoldiersçthatçdiedçatçFortçErieçinçdefenseçofçCanadaçinç1814.çOurçCanadiançMemberçofçParliamentç

andççtheçPolishçAmbassadorçtoçCanadaçbothçsupportçthisçventures.çZigçhasçtheçblessingçorçParksçCanadaçinçtheçNiagaraç 

Regionçwhoçwillçassistçhim.çPolishçandçCanadiançhistoryçisçoverç200çyearsçold.çZigçhasçmadeçthisçveryçclear.çç 





#2çRemembranceçDayçProject:çZigçMisiakçisçwritingçaçñnewòçbookçaboutçRemembranceçDayçtoçbeçavailableçinç
2022.çItçwillçbeçaçïnotçforçproûtðçventureçasçIçwantçitçtoçgoçacrossçCanadaçtoçencourageçstudents,çatçeveryçlevel,çtoçcontinueç

toçrememberçRemembranceçDay.çIçwill,çasçalways,çincludeçPolishçVeteransçandçSurvivorsçasçwellçasçFirstçNations,çCanadianç

andçotherçalliedçcountries. 

100%çofçtheçproûtsçareçtoçbeçretainedçbyçeachçschoolçtoçsupportçRemembranceçDayçinçtermsçofçaçïstudentçgrantð,çeachçandç

everyççyear. 

OverçtheçyearsçIçhaveçbeençtheçauthorçofçdozensçofçRemembranceçDayçarticlesçalwaysçincludingçtheçrelationshipçbetweenç

PolandçandçCanadaçforçoverç200çyearsçasçwellçasçPolandòsçrelationshipçwithçtheçFirstçNationsçPeople.ç 

ArticleçwrittençbyçZigçMisiakç 



TestimonialçletterçfromçtheçMayorçDesignateçofçBrantfordçonçbehalfçofç 

ZigçMisiakç 



TestimonialçletterçfromçtheçMayorçDesignateçofçBrantfordçonçbehalfçofç 

ZigçMisiakç 



TEKAçNewsçofçtheçGrandçRiverçSixçNations;çarticleçwrittençaboutçZigçMisiakòsçbooks.ç 



FirstçNationalçSPKçConference,çBrantford,çOntario,çCanada. 

ZigçMisiak,çVP,çwasçaçkeyçmemberçofçtheçorganizingçcommittee.ç 

Thisçeventçwasçextremelyçsuccessful.ç 



ZigçMisiak,çVPçSPKçBr#4,çwasçaçkeyçcommitteeçorganizingçmemberçforçtheç 

100thçAnniversaryçofçPolishçIndependenceçDayç 

Sept.ç1,ç1939çwasç80çyearsçsinceçthatçbrutalçattackçonçPolandçoccurred.ç 

ZigsçpublicçrelationsçwithçtheçmediaçhasçgivençtheçPolishçcommunityçaçveryçhighçproûle.ç 



AlwaysçlookingçafterçourçvaluedçVeteransçandçSurvivors.ç 

SlawekçDobrowolskiçwasçïkeyðçinçhavingçmeçreconnectçwithçourçVeterans,çespeciallyçourçPolishçVeteransç

andçSurvivors.çWeçdidçmanyçthingsçwithçthemçandçforçthemçthatçwasçnotçknownçtoçmanyçpeople.çWeç

cherishedçandçhonouredçourçPolishçVeteransçandçSurvivors.ç 

Helpingç94çyearçoldçMonteçCassioçVeteran,ç

BoleslawçWilbik,çbeingçhelpedçtoçdress.ç 

VisitingçMonteçCassinoçVeteran,çPaulçLojko,çinçtheçhospital.ç 

BirthdayçpartiesçforççourçVeterans.ç 

AllçtheseçwonderfulçVeteransçareçnowçgone.ç 



WalterçGretzkyçgettingçtheçSPKçGoldçCrossçMedalçrepinedçbyçhisçfriendçofç40çyears,çZigçafterçtheçbanquetçduringçwhichç

WalterçGretzkyçreceivedçthisçhonour.çBehindçWallyçisçhisçfatherçinçaçWW1çuniform.çZigçMisiakçdidçresearchçforçWalterçlocatĳ

ingçtheçlastçplaceçthatçhisçfatherçfoughtçduringçWW1.çWalteròsçfathersçmedalsçareçseençonçWalteròsçrightçside.çNowçWalterç

hasçaçmilitaryçmedalçofçhisçown.ç 

ZigçalsoçresearchedçWaltersçmotherçwhoçwasçbornçinçPolandçandçevençthoughçWalteròsçfather,çAntony,çwasçbornçinçBelarusç

itçisçquiteçpossibleçthatçheçisçalsoçPolish.çZigçhasçbeençclearçinçallçmediaçofçWalteròsçPolishçlineage.ç 



ZigçMisiakçpresentedçwithçaçvaluedçgiftçfromçtheçSixçNationsçPeople.ç 

TheçPolishçEagleçandçtheçSixçNationsçEagleçareçbothçrepresentedçonçtheçpiece.çZigçisçknownçforçhisç

ïbridgingðçbetweençculturesçandçwellçknownçamongçFirstçNationsçPeopleçasçaçpersonçofçPolishçdescent.ç

ZigçcontinuesçtoçlinkçCanadian,çPolishçandçFirstçNationsçhistoryçinçeveryçpossibleçway.ç 


