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Ostrow Wiel kopol ski agreei

Ostrow Wielkopolski, 1 December 2022

( VV N
W = wrankingu .Perty samorzadu 2022”
miejsce Dziennika Gazety Prawnej

Urzad Miejski
al. Powstancow Wielkopolskich 18 . .
63400 Ostrow Wielkopolski Mr Kevin Davis

tel.: 62 582 24 00 i
wwwumastow pl Mayor of the City of Brantford

Dear Mr Mayor,

I am very pleased to address you this letter — Mr Mayor - as our cities, Brantford and Ostréw
Wielkopolski, since 2009 have been twin cities. Therefore, it was with great joy that
I received - through Mr Zig Misiak — an e — mail with the information that in July 2023 you
will be visiting Poland and you would like to visit Ostréw Wielkopolski. I cordially invite you

to our city!

I believe that this meeting will be a greal opportunity to exchange knowledge and expericnce,
to show you Ostréw Wielkopolski and, as I am convinced, to refresh relations between our
cities. Ostréw Wielkopolski is a city that looks boldly into the future, for which international
cooperation is a very important element of its activities. Especially today, in a time of global
crises, international solidarity makes sense and is extremely important. At the same time,
in this place - I want to express my appreciation for the Polish community in Brantford, which

proudly cultivates Polish history and culture and disseminates this knowledge in Canada.

The person responsible for international contacts at the Town Hall of Ostréw Wielkopolski
is Mrs Karolina Pajak, to whom you can direct any questions regarding organizational issues

- (kpajak@umostrow.pl; +48600870933)
T look forward to your visit!
Yours sincerely,
Beata Klimek

Peo bor (Cliceek

Mayor of Ostrow Wielkopolski

Mi-ss$takblrieshed rel ations!

& &

Zig Misiak presenting Mayor K. Davis with a formal invitation
sent from Ostréw Wielkopolski’s Mayor Beata Klimek
yi‘ to visit Brantford’s twin city in Poland in 2023.
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LARRY Ymber e
BROCK

November 19, 2021

Mr. Zig Misiak
66 Maich Cres
Brantford, ON
N3T 659

Dear Mr. Misiak,

I am pleased to write this letter in support of your project to commemorate Polish soldiers who fought
during the battles of the War of 1812 and lie buried on Canadian soil at a mass grave in Fort Erie,
Ontario.

For centuries, Canada and Poland have shared a strong and special bond. Polish combatants
undoubtedly helped shape the free, peaceful and prosperous Canada we know today.

As the Member of Parliament for Brantford-Brant, | fully support your worthy venture to recognize this
essential chapter in our nation’s history. This monument will serve as a physical memorial for the public
to pay tribute to our heroic men and women in uniform for generations to come.

| welcome updates on your progress and am happy to provide any federal assistance you may need to
realize your noble endeavour.

Thank you, again, for your unwavering dedication and efforts to honour Polish veterans for their selfless
and courageous sacrifices.

Sincerely,

Larry Brock
Member of Parliament, Brantford-Brant

Hill Office: Room 686, Confederation Building, House of Commons, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6 | T: 613-992-3118 | F:613-992-6382
Constituency Office: 108 St. George Street, Suite 3, Brantford, ON N3R 1V6 | T: 519-754-4300 | F: 519-751-8177

larry.brock@ parl.ge.ca | larrybrockmp.ca



Embassy
of the Republic of
Poland in London

Mr. Zygi Misiak November 3, 2020
Vice-President

Dear Mr. Misiak

I am grateful for you outstanding initiatives to commemorate Polish and Canadian
heroes. Poland and Canada are a beacon of hope, freedom, and opportunity to
people around the world.

The Polish and Canadian soldiers, the Sailors. Airmen. Marines., and Coast Guards-
men who fight against the Nazi/Germany to defend our liberty embody courage,
patriotism, and loyalty. These patriots safeguard the values that keep our two
nations strong and ready today to defend our countries and our NATO partners as
well. In November during Polish Independent Day and Canada Remembrance Day
we honor and express our deep appreciation for these brave men and women and
their families.

Throughout our Nation’s history, our military men and women have boldly
answered the call of duty to defend our independence and precious liberties, risking
life for our freedom in Poland and in Europe.

Please accept my thanks for Your commitment and dedication to the Polish and
Canadian veteran communities.

Sincerely.

Andrzej Kurnicki

Ambassador RP
Ambasada RP w Ottawie




everyccyear.

Overcthecyearsclchavecgcbeencthe
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Articlegwritteni

We Will Remember Them - We Must Remember

ecaut horcofcdozenscg
cyearscascwel l cascg

: Ihave written many articles about Remem-
“% = brance Day in a myriad of ways. My reason-
ing is to stimulate and fuel the interest and

understanding of what this particular day
& means, or should mean to us all. Un-
fortunately, as our WW2 veterans
and survivors leave us to be with
their comrades and family once
again, | see us, as a whole,
not understanding, or at the
very least misunderstanding
what this day means.
Here’s how WWI1
(World War One) and
WW2 (World War Two) statis-
tics are commonly reported:
WW1 - Estimated: 10 million military dead, 7 million civilian
deaths, 21 million wounded.
WW2 - Estimated: Deaths range from 50-80 million. 38 to 55
million civilians were killed.

Tzking 17 million deaths from WW1 adding them to the average
of 60 million from WW2 we get a total of 77 million. That is more than
twice the population of Canada.

If we spent one (1) second remembering all 77 million it would
take us close to 2 1/2 years, without pausing, to count to 77 million.
This statistic gives another numeric perspective to the horrific losses
during those two wars. WW1 was to have been the war to "End All
Wars".

All we are asked to do, on 11thhour of the 11thday of the
11thmonth is pause for 120 seconds and “Remember Them".
What does “Lest We Forget™ mean?

*Lest We Forget” is a plea and a reminder, that we should re-
member all those that offered to fight for our freedom. To remember
all those that died and were wounded for our collective freedom. To
remember all those cvilians, like my family in Poland, that were in
the countries that were darkened by the ravages and consequence
of wars. To remember all those that were not in the countries that
were devastated but felt the impact, such as family in Canada, know-
ing that a loved one will never return or dealing with the physical and
emotional scars of those that did.

*Lest We Forget” was, and is, a plea to never repeat the mistakes
that led to WW1. It was predicted that we would be doomed to re-
peat that part of history if we forgot.

WE FAILED TO LEARN.

Just 21 years after WW1 ended a
more devastating war, on every level
erupted, WW2. This war wasn't even
over when the ‘Cold War’ started with
Russia.

Just 5 years later, 1950, another
significant war, Korea, and then the
list just kept getting longer followed
by Vietnam, Gulf War, Bosnia, Kosovo,
Afghanistan, Libya, Syria and currently
about 40 smaller conflicts.

So what have we learned?

To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high,

14 | Neighbours of Ancaster

These two lines are taken from a poem written, during WW1,
titted “In Flanders Fields", by Col. John McCrea. The dead were
pleading with the living to continue to fight, 2nd not give up or else
their deaths were in vain. | added my modern post war interpreta-
tion. “Continue to rally for peace or else our deaths were in vain”.

As a student at Ancaster High, during the &0's, many veterans,
including vice-principal, Colonel J K. Rumball, were only in their 50's.
They were young men and women who were always predictably with
us. In fact there were still lots of WW 1 veterans around. At that time
WW1 veterans were only in their 70's, just like | am now.

When WW1 and WW2
veterans we still among us
in great numbers we could
tumn to our right, or left, and
shzke hands with them and
say, "thank you for your ser-
vice”". Now, with most of
them gone, all we can do is
lock at the names inscribed
on monuments, or remem-
ber cur own family 'warriors'
and whisper a2 prayer saying,
*thank you for your sacrifice”.

In 2008, at St. John's Col-
lege, Brantford, 1500 stu-
dents were present at a very
special and fitting assembly
honouring veterans and sur-
vivors. There were ten rows of
fifteen seats in each row occx.pued by vetefans and survivors. In 2019
all but one row remained with only two veterans seated.

For several decades | have been committed to veterans and
survivors. In this photo from 2019, only | and Mrs. Dubicki are alive.
Walter Gretzky’s, father was in WW1 and the other five, Polish and
Canadian, veterans, are once again reunited with their comrades,
having died in the Iast 18 months.

The spirit of Remembrance Day should be 265 days a year. In this
photo, Sept. 2021, Slawek Dobrowolski and | are paying tribute to 2
Polish veteran who died at the age of 96. We will always remember
him, and them.

Our modern "warriors’, who saw action, put their lives on the line
‘willing’ to die for our way of life, cur democracy, our freedoms. Oth-
ers, like myself, who did not see "action’, as were several others in
Ancaster in the 80's, were also willing to give up our lives for the
same reasons. | remained in the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry for
six years.

1 encourage you to look into your
own family's history and breathe new
life into those among them that went
through the dark times of war.

| am writing a rather unique Re-
membrance Day book to be available
in 2022. My wish is that every school
across Canada uses it All the profits
will go to each school in support of a2
Remembrance Day progam. “Lest
We Forget”. For more information,
please visit www.canadianauthoredu-
cation.com

By Zig Misiak

November 2021




Ambassador Adrej Kurnicki
443 Daly Avenue

Ottawa, Canada K1N 6H3
November 11,2021

Regarding Mr. Zigmund M. Misiak

Dear Ambassador Kurnicki

| hope you and your family are all well and overcoming the challenges of the Covid19 pandemic.
We had the great pleasure of meeting 2-3 years ago here in Brantford where my dear friend Walter Gretzky
was honoured with the Polish Gold Cross medal. Walter’s passing this year was a huge loss to our City and to
the Polish community.

| write to you in support of my friend Mr. Misiak who | have known since approximately 1980.
At that time, we were both involved in the Wayne Gretzky Sports Classic which raised funds for the Canadian
National Institute for the Blind. Mr. Misiak was the Chair and founding member of this hugely successful event
in 1980 and 1981. The Sports Classic continued until 1991 when Walter Gretzky suffered an aneurism which

prevented his participation. Wayne decided to end the Sports Classic event due to his father's condition.

Since the end of the Sports Classic our paths have crossed many times mostly through our community
involvement and at events with the City’s strong and active Polish community.

Some of the events Mr. Misiak has been involved in and which | am familiar with have included his knowledge
and passion for military history including the Polish Combatants, Butler's Rangers re-enactments, Canadian
Military Heritage Museum, Brantford Historical Society Board member, Peace Garden, War of 1812 Bi-
Centennial, and Author of numerous books.

One key strength is his ability and personality to work with different ethnic groups including a strong
relationship he has nurtured with our Six Nations of the Grand River neighbours.

On a personal note, we have remained friends for many years. Mr. Misiak is a kind, honest and sincere man
who is proud of his Polish heritage and the continuation of Polish culture in the City of Brantford.

I respectfully submit my support for your consideration.

Sincerely

Johw K. Utley

John K. Utley, City of Brantford Councillor and Mayor Designate
60 Woodlawn Avenue, Brantford, Ontario N3V 1B3
johnutley@brantford.ca




Testi monialc¢lettercfromgt hecg
Zig¢gMisiakeg

Captain (N) Krzysztof Ksiazek
Defence, Military, Naval and Air Attache
Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Ottawa, Canada

November 11,2021

Regarding Mr. Zigmund M. Misiak

Dear Captain Ksiazek

| write to you in support of my friend Mr. Misiak who | have known since approximately 1980.

At that time, we were both involved in the Wayne Gretzky Sports Classic which raised funds for the Canadian
National Institute for the Blind. Mr. Misiak was the Chair and founding member of this hugely successful event
in 1980 and 1981. The Sports Classic continued until 1991 when Walter Gretzky suffered an aneurism which
prevented his participation. Wayne decided to end the Sports Classic event due to his father's condition.

Since the end of the Sports Classic our paths have crossed many times mostly through our community
involvement and at events with the City's strong and active Polish community.

Some of the events Mr. Misiak has been involved in and which I am familiar with have included his knowledge
and passion for military history including the Polish Combatants, Butler's Rangers re-enactments, Canadian
Military Heritage Museum, Brantford Historical Society Board member, Peace Garden, War of 1812 Bi-
Centennial, and Author of numerous books.

One key strength is his ability and personality to work with different ethnic groups including a strong
relationship he has nurtured with our Six Nations of the Grand River neighbours.

On a personal note, we have remained friends for many years. Mr. Misiak is a kind, honest and sincere man
who is proud of his Polish heritage and the continuation of Polish culture in the City of Brantford.

| respectfully submit my support for your consideration. Sincerely

Johwn K. utley

John K. Utley, City of Brantford Councillor and Mayor Designate
60 Woodlawn Avenue, Brantford, Ontario N3V 1B3
johnutley@brantford.ca
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Most people when they
hear of the War of 1812 au-
tomatically think of it being
between the United States
and the British Canada’s.
Well you’re partially right
and that’s what most peo-
ple would say. The biggest
part of the war was fought
in Europe between Britain
and France and respective
allies. The war in our part
of the world was only an ex-
tension of the one in Europe
and much smaller in scale
when comparing thousands
of soldiers and warriors here
to millions over there.
Poland’s army was aligned
with France’s not because
they were against Britain but

to find an ally that would re-
store Poland getting it out of
the grasps of Russia. Polish
soldiers were captured and
one of the choices given was
to fight for Britain or else.
As a result two mercenary
Swiss regiments, bought by
Britain, the De Meuron reg-
iment and that of De Wat-
teville, had Polish soldiers
within their ranks. Both reg-
iments came to the Canada’s
and saw action along the St.
Lawrence and Fort Erie, and
yes, fought along side Six
Nations warriors. Well there
you have it. Poles connected
to the War of 1812 and Six
Nations.

Poles have actually been

Polish Soldiers - War of 1812 - Six Nations

on this side of the ocean for
quite some time. In 1609
there are records of Poles
settling in Jamestown, Vir-
ginia. Poles were a minority
amongst the Dutch, Ger-
mans, French and British
that made up most of the
population but never the
less they were here and have
been here for centuries.
During the American
Revolution two Polish
Generals fought for George
‘Washington, Casimir Pulas-
ki and Tadeusz Kosciuszko.
They are American heroes
and have statues dedicated
to them in several cities in
the United States including
Washington. To the fact that

they were Polish and fought
against the British and First
Nations allies I do apolo-
gize. .

And my final connection
between Poles and Six Na-
tions was given to me by
Ron Dale via Rick Hill. I
was sent a photograph of
Captain Smith who was on
staff in Niagara on the Lake
in 1917 training soldiers of
the Polish Army to fight as
allies against the Germans
in WW1. Butler’s Barracks
became Camp Kosciuszko.
Captain Smith was awarded
“Officer of the Order of the
Black Star”, a Polish order,
for his distinguished service
at the camp. He became one

TERA

of only five Canadians to re-
ceive this honour.

Captain George Smith
was a Mohawk from the
Six Nations of the Grand
River.

I always knew there were
deeperreasons that I couldn’t
quite explain, for my affin-
ity to Six Nations history
and culture. As I continue
my work on the 200th An-
niversary of the War of 1812
I’m sure more information
will surface. Even though
my personal roots are only
63 years in Canada it gives
me great pleasure to know
that my Polish ethnic fam-
ily roots go back 402 years.

www.warof1812rph.com

JESSE FERGUSON
lostprophet_04@hotmail.com

rantford’s own Zig
B Misiak has added the

Misiak honoured for work

Work in First Nations education earns Sovereign’s Medal

Sovereign’s Medal

for Volunteers to his ongo-
ing list of recognitions.

The national honour %
recognizes exceptional g

lunteers’ achievements 5
thf:)m Canadian citizens. Brantford’s Zig Misiak has added the Sovereign’s Medal for Volun-
MiSiak Was presented With mrfs-t:.',‘mh e '0! —h-.onou B-% Y AT S A R S AR SR S _:ﬂi m
the award in Kitchener via _ 8 _
; “the efforts of great volun- establishing a connection

?‘ﬁr?c: bl teers who contgbute tothe  between First Nations and

%,Iissiai’; list of volunteer- ~ 8rowth of our society.” people of Polish descent, his
ing in the community is “I'm elated of course,” birth heritage. :
long enough, but in particu- Misiak said of tl"ne honour. He wrote the ﬁ;st b'log-
lar, he says, ,the Sovereign’s Misiak is presxdent‘ of Real rgphy of Six Naflons Jay
Me'dal for Volunteers is People’s History, whu;h Sllverl}eels, which earned
primarily for his contribu- advances knowlgdge in the Shining Star.award.
tions related to education support of the First Nations. He h?s also prevmusly_
and his focus on repre- Misiak’s resume of volun- received .the Queen F:hza-
senting the First Nations teering starts with the - beth II Diamond Jubilee
population. The Brantford ~ Wayne Gretzky Celebrity Medal a?d the Governor.
resident’s native studies Tennis Classic in the 1980s, General’s Caring Canadian
guide is used in 714 schools  and he’s a board membgr Axvard.
across Canada, mainly in  of Brant Historical Society I'want to help create
Ontario. and on the advisory board public awareness and

The government describes for PBS. educatlopal'l’ mgtgrial fpr all
the Sovereign’s Medal as A passion of Misiak’s is of Ontario,” Misiak salq.
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h Pohsh Combatants’ Association of Canada, August 4, 2019

¥ Hosted by SPK Brantford, Ontario, Br#4 \ : J’
Polish Monument at St. Joseph’s Cemetery "

H.E. Andrzej Kurnicki Ph.D. Ambassador of The Republic of Poland in Canada
Group photo of SPK members

e @; Polish Combatant’s Association of Canada, August 3, 2019
: Hosted by SPK Brantford, Ontario, Br#4

SPK Br4 President Adam Sikora, Komandor Krzysztof Ksigzek Polish Defence, Military, Naval & Air Attaché, Richard Blackwolf, President

Canadian Aboriginal Veterans & Serving Members Association, H.E. Andrzej Kurnicki Ph.D. Ambassador of The Republic of Poland in Canada,

WW?2 veteran Lloyd Bentley, M.P. Brant/Brant County Phil McColeman, Walter Gretzky (recipient of the ‘Golden Polish Combatant’s Cross’,

SPK Brantford Slawek Dobrowolski, SPK Brantford Zig Misiak, Andrzej Ruta; National President Polish Combatant’s Association.
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1752
Dominik Barcz was the first Pole
recorded arriving in Montreal as a fur
trader.

1795; Poland

Poland was occupied and partitioned
by Russia, Prussia and Austria. Poland
ceased to exist as a sovereign nation for
the next 123 years,

War of 1812
Poles died, fighting Americans,
along-side British troops, Six Nations

Poland. Polish patriots from around the
world saw an opportunity to regain
Polish sovereignty.

1917; United States

The United States did not join the war
effort until mid-1917 but oyalist Poles
in the USA. were anxious to fight.
Leaders of the Polish-American.

armed, equipped, and paid for by
France. From 1917.t0 1919, over 21,000

o —

1919 - 1920; Polish So

Sadily the wwasn 1 for the
Determined to defend their

de
regained freedom the Polish army from
the: weswnm-umea to the eastern

allied invasions of ltaly and the D-Day
landings that hastened the end of World
‘War Two.

Poles in the thousands fought in

Canada; We stand on guard for Thee
Had it not been for Canadian openness
and support of the Polish military

front / seeing a ,
weakened Europe, moved into Polish Monte Cassino, Siege of Tobruk, Falaise
territory. The Polish defeated them. and many more batties in the east, west
Polish sovereignty was secure; fornow.  and south.

‘Our blood mixed with that of Canadian
soldiers on many battlefields.

training camp atNi ake,
during WW1, this very significant
fighting force, Haller's Blue Army, would
not have been created

This army, joined by tens of thousands
of other loyalist Poles in France, was key

Canadian soldiers are once again
watching over Poland, as members.
states of NATO, in order to make sure
that the sovereignty of Poland s not.
threatened.

in regaining the of
Poland after 123 years of occupation.
Thank you Canada.

allies and militia at the 1814 Battle of atNiagara on the Lake and sent to
Fort Erie. Twenty identified Poles lie Europe.
buried on Canadian soil.

Niagara-on-the-Lake
1864; Kashublan's Colonel Arthur D'Orr LePan was the
1 rants fi Ce f Ca sz

founded a tiny 300 called
Wilno near Barrys Bay Ontario. Twenty
eight of their young men trained at
Camp Kosciuszko in Niagara on the Lake
and then sent to Europe to fight in
General Haller's Blue Army.

1914; World War One
When war was declared on August4,

and special training. Twenty six
identified and named Poles are buried
on Canadian soil at St. Marks cemetery
having died of influenza.

Haller’s Blue Army
General Jézef Haller led this army from.
Niagara-on-the-Lake into battle during

1914 Canada answered the
call and thousands of Canadians of
Polish ancestry joined the Canadian
Expeditionary Forces.

Russia was no longer an ally of Prussia
and Austria, the group of 3 that divided

=—

thewesternfront. |
There, undetmedneclmdmem
army, they joined forces with
Poles forming a larger Polish.
nearly 100,000.0n
fighting stopped and World

‘Blepoclleg

WarTwo
The Canadian and Polish connection, as
close allies and friends, continued into.
and throughout World War Two.

Canada, once again, entered this war
when Poland was attacked by two

invading armies on September 1, 1939.

Polish pilots foughtin the Battle of
Britain. Polish armies were key in the

other survivors
They, as well as their children and the
de?ohsh

{

10®—lec1e
osci [Dolski

On behalf of the Province of Ontario
T wish to extend
my warmest congratulations to

The Polish Community of Brantford

on the occasion of

Poland’s 100t Year of National
Independence

Please accept my sincere congratulations on the 100"
anniversary of Poland’s national independence. May you
continue to represent and celebrate the country of your heritage
in this joyous time.

Presented by:

W7 e

Will Bouma, MPP
Brantford-Brant
November 3, 2018
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Never Forgetting
Placing engraved photo on the headstone.
Polish WW2 Veteran, Boleslaw Wilbik & wife Kazimiera.

Polish Combatants of Brantford: Slawomir Dobrowolski & Zig Misiak
Sept. 19,2021

Slawek Dobrowolski & children & Zig Misiak
saluting WW2 veterans & survivors at
St. Josephs’ Church today commemorating the
80" year since Poland was attacked Sept. 1, 1939
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